Devon Cricket Board Coaches’ Association Report 2007-08

From the committee to the grass roots the Coaches’ Association is blessed with fantastic people, mostly volunteers, who give of their valuable time to make the Coaches’ Association one of the best in the Country.  Magnificently guided by our secretary, Martin Webb, who in one of his many other guises is the Chair of the ECBCA, we are also very fortunate to have such an excellent CDM in Matt Theedom.

2007 saw the retirement of our former Chairman, Roger Mann who stepped down after many years of services. Roger and his South Devon colleagues also decided to bring to an end their South Devon coaching programme. We thank them all for their significant contribution to Devon Cricket.

As one door closes another one openings and even without the Devon Active Sport, the District coaching programmes go from strength to strength with many new initiatives such as one to one coaching, under 9s/10s coaching and tournaments, not to forget Girls coaching. Local Club coaches could do no harm watching and learning from the District coaching sessions. At club level there are new youth sections, academies and coaching programmes starting up, and in consequence more sides wanting to enter the District Youth Leagues.

Two UKCC 1 and one UKCC 2 Coach Education courses have been run, plus the six new ECB workshops linking UKCC 2 to the new Club Coach Award and UKCC 3 as well as the First Aid and Child Protection workshops.  Matt Theedom also organised and ran our excellent Devon Coaches’ Conference in April.

Our many congratulations go to Sue Steart, Barton Primary School, Torquay, who won the Chance to Shine Teacher of the Year Award. Read about her marvellous achievement on the Coaches’ Website. Congratulations too, to Jim Parker on his OSCA nomination for all he has done for cricket and youth cricket at Barton CC including Chance to Shine. Under David Court’s guidance eight promising young Devon crickets have been attending the Devon Youth Academy twice a week to develop their skills and awareness.

Following Alan Swifts very successful Under 15s Development Tours to South Africa, he returned to Mpumalanga, last autumn with Matt Theedom’s assistance to run coach education courses for local children, teachers and coaches.  Womens/Girls coaching at County, District and club levels has increased thanks to Warren Carr’s and others’ enthusiasm.

In January 2008, eighteen Devon coaches were fortunate to attend the ECBCA National Conference, “Setting the Pace” at Warwick University and enjoyed seminars and workshops given by Dave Alred, Jonnie Wilkinson’s kicking coach guru and others.

The Memorandum of Understanding has meant even more commitment from the Committee. Regular meetings have been held, the Development Plan has been written and nearly all the objectives met.  Communications have been improved with the new look Coaches’ Web pages, where you can download fielding drills, sports science handouts, the quarterly ENewsletters, (don’t forget to register on the web for the mailing). The web sites development, which is ongoing, will be even better if you contribute.

Autumn/early winter 2008 and early 2009 will see UKCC1 courses in West and North Devon and a UKCC 2 and six workshops in Exeter, plus possibly other workshops/courses in Districts. As 2008 comes to a close we should see the new Devon Ondaatje Cricket Centre at Exeter University open providing a state of the art dedicated cricket centre/base for Devon Cricket. To launch the centre in early 2009 Devon will run its own Coaches Conference “Leading the Field.”

Our thanks to all the volunteers; through out the County and their understanding families, for all the commitment you have given in 2007-08. You should be very proud of your contribution to Devon Cricket. Don’t forget to keep up to date- read the Devon Cricket Coaches’ web pages!

Finally if you have read this far and are a qualified active coach are you a member of the ECBCA? If not, why not join by following the links on our Coaches’ web pages.
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